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who served the four rapid-fire cannon, making splinters of the
forward mast, which wounded the helmsman on the bridge,
when Lieut. Jose Nunez took the wheel with a coolness worthy
of the greatest commendation, steering until the end of the fight.
In the meanwhile another shell exploded in the orlop, setting
fire to the crews' bags, which they were fortunately able to
control.

The enemy shortened the distance between us, and, recti-
fying his aim, covered us with a rain of rapid-fire projectiles.
At 7.30 one shell destroyed completely the steering gear. I
ordered to steer by hand while the rudder was out of action.
In the meanwhile another shell exploded on the poop and put
out of action nine men. Another destroyed the mizzen mast-
head, bringing down the flag and my ensign, which were re-
placed immediately. A fresh shell exploded in the officers'
cabin, covering the hospital with blood, destroying the wounded
who were being treated there. Another exploded in the ammu-
nition room astern, filling the quarters with smoke and pre-
venting the working of the hand steering gear. As it was im-
possible to control the fire, I had to flood the magazine when
the cartridges were beginning to explode.

Amidships several shells of smaller caliber went through
the smokestack and one of the large ones penetrated the fire
room, putting out of action one master gunner and 12 men
serving the guns. Another rendered useless the starboard bow
gun; while the fire astern increased, fire was started forward
by another shell, which went through the hull and exploded on
the deck.

The broadside guns, being undamaged, continued firing until
there were only one gunner and one seaman remaining unhurt
for firing them, as the guns' crews had been frequently called
upon to substitute those charged with steering, all of whom
were out of action.

THE   DESTRUCTION OF OUR  SHIPS

The ship being out of control, the hull, smoke pipe, and
mast riddled with shot or confused with the cries of the wounded;
half of her crew out of action, among whom were seven officers,inted dark gray color, had taken was incorrect, I returned with the squadron to the at-
